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Nāgārjuna and The Fragrant Medicines Appendix:
Fragments from the Lost Text
Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of Mixing
Fragrances
OCHIAI Toshinori
Nāgārjuna, widely celebrated in East Asia as the patriarch of eight schools,
was not only a major figure in the history of Buddhist philosophy. He
appears to have also left works of traditional medicine and pharmacology.
One title found amongst the texts attributed to the famous author by
Chinese scriptural catalogues is Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of
Mixing Fragrances 龍樹菩薩和香方, translated by Ratnamati 勒那摩提 (in
the first half of the 6th century?).1 It is generally believed that this text was
1 The Lidai sanbao ji 歴代三宝紀 notes: ‘Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of
Mixing Fragrances, 1 scroll, 50 methods’ 龍樹菩薩和香方一巻凡五十法, translated by
Ratnamati 勒那摩提 (T49. p86b18). Similarly, the Da Tang neidian lu 大唐内典録
records: ‘Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of Mixing Fragrances, 50 methods’ 龍
樹菩薩和香方凡五十法 (T55. p269c2), adding that ‘the six works listed to the right [i.
e. above] have a total of 24 scrolls. During the time of Emperor Wu of the Liang
Dynasty, the Tripit
̇
aka Master Ratnamati, [originally from] the Middle Regions of
India, also called [Ratna] vati, or ‘Jewel Mind’ in Chinese, arrived in Year 5 of the
Zhengshi era [i. e. 508], and translated [Buddhist scriptures] in the Luoyang Palace.
In the beginning, Bodhiruci co-operated in the transmission [of the Dharma], but
later the two fought and parted over the translation [of Buddhist scriptures].
Śraman
̇
as Sengliang and Jueyi as well as the Imperial Councillor Cuiguang, etc.





































lost by the middle of the Tang dynasty. The manuscript was apparently
transmitted to Japan,2 but its whereabouts became unknown in the Insei
period of late Heian.
We are very fortunate, however, that a Tendai scholar-monk attached
fragments of this text at the end of a scroll containing the Foding zunsheng
tuolani niansong yigui 佛頂尊勝陀羅尼念誦儀軌, translated by Amoghava-
jra 不空, as additional materials for reference. A copy of this text is found in
the Kongō-ji Collection of Sacred Teachings 金剛寺聖教 at the Amano-san
Kongō-ji 天野山金剛寺 Monastery in Kawachi Nagano City, Osaka Prefec-
ture.3 The title of this additional material is, however, given as 龍樹菩薩合
香方 rather than the usual 龍樹菩薩和香方, which I shall also adopt here.
The Kongō-ji manuscript cites three entries 三條 (i.e. ‘methods’ 法). Ac-
cording to the scriptural catalogues, we know that Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s
Prescriptions of Mixing Fragrances contained ‘fifty methods’ 五十法, which
means that the citation represents about 6% of the entire original. It is
plausible to assume that the Shingon monk-scholar had access to the entire
text of Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of Mixing Fragrances and
chose to cite this fragment.
Bodhisattva’s Prescriptions of Mixing Fragrances, translated by the same [Ratnama-
ti], 1 scroll, 50 methods. Now, since it does not [contain] teachings of the Tripit
̇
aka, I
do not register it [i. e. consider it part of the Buddhist Canon].’ 龍樹菩薩和香方一巻
凡五十法。今以非三蔵教故不録之｡ Furthermore, a few centuries prior to Ratnama-
ti, Fan Ye 范曄 (398～445), the author of the Book of the Later Han Dynasty 後漢書,
also wrote a work entitled Prescriptions of Mixing Fragrances 和香方 (see Song shu
宋書, Scroll 69). Judging from the title, the content appears to have been similar to
Ratnamati’s translation.
2 See Nihonkoku kenzaisho mokuroku 日本国見在書目録（『続群書類従』雜部 34，
巻 884）．
3 Foding zunsheng tuolani niansong yigui 佛頂尊勝陀羅尼念誦儀軌, translated by
Amoghavajra, catalogued as Kongō-ji Shōgyō, 28-93 (金剛寺聖教 28-93), is a manu-




























Until now it has been believed that the Nāgārjuna Bodhisattva’s Pre-
scriptions of Mixing Fragrances had been lost in its entirety. This is the first
time when a fragment from this text is brought to the attention of the
academic community. Although it represents only 6% of the original, this
citation is doubtless an important textual witness which opens an window
to the content of the entire work.
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